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One crucial component for a successful clinical trial is that the data gathered have a high level of reliability and completeness. This paper reviews some problems of data management and describes the computer package COMPACT which has been developed to deal with such problems. The package allows range and consistency checks and can monitor complex follow-up schedules. A unique feature of the package is a PROBLEMS file which has use both for identification of queries about the data and of patients with particular characteristics of interest. The ability to monitor drug dosages and to signal deviations from the protocol is of particular value. COMPACT has the syntax necessary to create a 'flat' file for transfer to statistical packages for analysis, and the variable description files for SAS, SPSS and MINITAB. The package is written in standard FORTRAN which enables transfer to different types of mini and micro computer systems.